
 

PROPOSED NMAA ELIGIBILITY CHANGES (SECTION 6)  
The following is a summary of proposed changes for 2026-2027 

 
 

 
• Following a Coach – Apply the rule after a student makes their open enrollment choice at the 8th or 9th 

grade level (recruiting and undue influence rules will still apply prior to the open enrollment choice) 
 

• Recruiting and Undue Influence – Include/emphasize recruiting and undue influence regulations 
which could subject a school up to a $5000 fine.  
 

• Use of Scholastically Ineligible Player – Remove provision that requires the player to sit the same 
number of games played once scholastic eligibility is gained (other penalties, including forfeiture of 
games, creates a double jeopardy)  
 

• 8th Grade Open Enrollment – Allow 8th grade students to open enroll at the high school their middle 
school/junior high school feeds. 
 

• First Transfer – Allow students to transfer schools without penalty and be immediately eligible at the 
school of their choice on a first transfer (home school/charter school statutes still apply as do 
recruitment and undue influence rules).  
 

• Subsequent Transfers – Students who make a second or subsequent transfer are ineligible for varsity 
participation for 365 days from the date of enrollment unless they meet one of the following exceptions: 
1) bona fide residency change, 2) deceased parents, 3) state custody, 4) first parent-to-parent move, 5) 
emancipated/married student, 6) boarding school student, 7) deployed parents, 8) did not participate, 9) 
discontinued program. 
 

• Exceptional Circumstances – New transfer rules shall still be subject to 1) eligibility retention and 2) 
specialized training academies, which may render a student ineligible. 
 

• Foreign Students/Exchange Students – Clarify that foreign students without parents are not eligible 
for the free-transfer exception, nor are foreign exchange students who opt to return to an NMAA school 
after their exchange year.   
 

• Local School Policy – Emphasize that NMAA bylaws are subject to local policy and districts may 
implement stricter policies. 
 

• Dissolution of Hardship Committee – Hardship Committee would dissolve, and any unique or 
hardship-based eligibility denials would proceed to the Appeals Review Committee (ARC), subject to a 
$250 fee. 
 

• Transfer after Official Practice Start Date – Students who transfer after the official practice start date 
would be ineligible for varsity participation for the remainder of that sport’s season but would be eligible 
to participate at the sub-varsity level in those sports immediately. 
 

• Students Awaiting Eligibility Ruling – Provide latitude for transfer students to return to their former 
school if eligibility is denied after the practice start date, and if they have not already played in a 
sanctioned contest.   


