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  Dexter, NM  88230            Taos, NM 87571 
  575-734-5420, Fax: 575-734-6709           575-751-8000, Fax: 575-751-8001  
  email: campbelld@dexterdemons.org          email: nikmcc@taosschools.org 
 
Non-Public School Representative – Term Expires Dec. 31, 2020  State School Boards Association Representative 
  Mr. Al Martinez           Mr. Tony Rubin 
  Wingate High School          P.O. Box 313 
  P.O. Box 2                       Wagon Mound, NM 87752  

Ft. Wingate, NM 87316                  505-429-0066 
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  Mr. Mike Huston           Mr. Thomas “Buster” Mabrey 
  c/o NMADA       6600 Palomas Ave. NE 
  6600 Palomas Ave. NE      Albuquerque, NM 87109 
  Albuquerque, NM 87109      505-821-8600, Fax: 505-923-3114 
  505-923-3278, Fax: 505-923-3114      505-554-7349 (cell) 
  email: mhuston2000@aol.com     email: tmabrey@nmhsca.com 
 
New Mexico Officials Association Representative   Activities Council Member 
  Mr. Jess Martinez           Mr. Don Gerheart 
  Albuquerque, NM       93 Mimbres Dr. 
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  email: jessmartinez3@gmail.com          505-672-9840 
          email: dgerheart@nmmea.com  
 
New Mexico Association of Secondary School Principals Rep.      Jr. High / Middle School Representative        
  Mr. V. Scott Affentranger          Ms. Debbie Coffman  
  Cleveland High School      Albuquerque Academy  
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NEW MEXICO ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION 

COMMISSION MEETING 

 
NMAA - Hall of Pride and Honor 

January 31, 2018 
9:00 AM 

 
AGENDA 

 
A= Action Item  D/I= Discussion/ Information Item 

 
     I.  Call Meeting to Order and Welcome 

 Roll Call – Ascertain Quorum      Jackie Martinez, Assistant Director 
(A) Approval of Agenda      Ernie Viramontes, Chairman 

(A) Approval of Minutes (November 15, 2017)    Ernie Viramontes, Chairman 
 

    II. NMAA Director’s Report      Dusty Young, Associate Director 

 

   III. NMAA Financial Report      Shari Kessler-Schwaner, Business Mgr. 

 

  IV. NMAA Activities Report      Dana Pappas, Deputy Director 

       

   V. New Mexico Officials Association Report    Dana Pappas, Deputy Director 

 

  VI.  Discussion/ Information Items  

(D/I) Arbiter Pay       Dana Pappas, Deputy Director 
  

(D/I) Officials’ recruitment      Dana Pappas, Deputy Director 
 

(D/I) Track – Fully Automated Timing (FAT)    Sally Marquez, Executive Director 
 

(D/I) Scholastic eligibility      Sally Marquez, Executive Director 
 

(D/I) State Soccer Championships – venue/facility   Sally Marquez, Executive Director 
 

(D/I) PlayVS        Sally Marquez, Executive Director 
 

(D/I) Middle School / Junior High Championships   Sally Marquez, Executive Director 
 

 VII. Action Items 

 (A) Baseball, Basketball, Football, Softball: State qualifiers Sally Marquez, Executive Director 
            
 (A) Cross Country: State qualifiers     Jackie Martinez, Assistant Director  
  

 (A) Football: Days of practice prior to scrimmage   Dusty Young, Associate Director 

      (Referenda)      
 

 (A) Football: Mid School / Jr. High start date for 6/8-Man  Billy Burns, Steve Foust 

      (Referenda)  
     

 (A) AED/EAP requirements for state event hosts   Scott Owen, Assistant Director 
       

VIII. Consider Adjournment 
 
 

Next Commission Meeting – May 16, 2018 (NMAA) 



NMAA Commission Meeting 
November 15, 2017 
9:00 AM 
NMAA Office 
 
Welcome – The meeting was called to order by Mr. Scott Affentranger at 9:05 am.  A roll call 
was conducted by Ms. Jacquelyne Martinez, NMAA Assistant Director, and the following 
members were present: 
 
Mr. Tim Host (Small, Area A)  
Mr. Bruce Carver (Large, Area A)  
Mr. Dickie Roybal (Small, Area B) 
Mr. Cooper Henderson (Large, Area B) 
Mr. Jory Mirabal (Small, Area C) 
Mr. Dave Campbell (Small, Area D) 
Ms. Nickie McCarty (Large, Area D)  
Mr. Thomas Mabrey (New Mexico High School Coaches Association Rep.) 
Mr. Jess Martinez (New Mexico Officials Association Rep.) 
Mr. Scott Affentranger (New Mexico Association of Secondary School Principals Rep.) 
Mr. Mike Huston (New Mexico High School Athletic Directors Association Rep.) 
Mr. Don Gerheart (Activities Council Member)  
Ms. Debbie Coffman (Jr. High/Middle School Rep.) 
 
 13 members present representing a quorum. 
 
Not Present:  
 
Dr. John Foreman (Non-Public School Rep.) 
Mr. Ernie Viramontes (Large, Area C) - Chairman 
Ms. Jennifer Viramontes (State School Boards Association Rep.) 
 
At 9:09 am the following Commission Members entered the meeting:  
 
Dr. John Foreman (Non-Public School Rep.) 
Mr. Ernie Viramontes (Large, Area C) - Chairman 
Ms. Jennifer Viramontes (State School Boards Association Rep.) 
 
16 members present representing a quorum. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
Mr. Viramontes asked for a motion to approve the agenda.  Mr. Henderson made the motion to 
approve the agenda.  Mr. Host seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and passed 
unanimously (16-0). 
 
Approval of Minutes: 
Mr. Viramontes asked for a motion to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2017 
Commission Meeting as presented. Ms. Viramontes made a motion to approve the minutes.  Mr. 
Huston seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and passed unanimously (16-0). 
 
 
 



NMAA Directors’ Report: 
Mr. Dusty Young, NMAA Associate Director, discussed four (4) items on his report: 1) an update 
on current NMAA staff members; 2) a recap of all NMAA Fall Championships (soccer, cross 
country, volleyball, and football); 3) a report of the work done by the NMAA Foundation in 2016-
2017 and its scholarship program for 2017-2018; and 4) a report on the election results for both 
the NMAA Board of Directors and Commission – he also thanked two outgoing Commission 
Members for their service (Mr. Bruce Carver and Dr. John Foreman).   
 
NMAA Activities Report:  
Ms. Dana Pappas, Commissioner of Officials, presented the activities report. She discussed two 

(2) items on her report: 1) a recap of the State One Act Play Contest that took place in October, 

which is the NMAA’s only activity event held during the fall; and 2) an update on the NMAA 

Student Leadership Advisory Committee’s work which includes various social media initiatives, 

Unified Sports discussions, and the launch of a state leadership conference modeled after the 

NFHS’ national event.   

NMAA Officials Report:  
Ms. Dana Pappas, Commissioner of Officials, presented the officials report. She discussed two 

(2) items on her report: 1) a recap of the coaches and officials symposium for basketball and 

wrestling held in October; and 2) a report on the launch of multiple Officials Appreciation Weeks 

that will take place throughout 2017-2018 (Fall Sports – October, Winter Sports – January, 

Spring Sports – April). 

General Discussion/Information Items 
Classification & Alignment Update: Ms. Marquez discussed classification and alignment and 
informed the Commission that all schools have submitted 40 day numbers which allows for the 
NMAA to put together the proposed classes/districts that will be voted upon by the Board of 
Directors on November 30.  She also stated that the proposal placed in front of the Board will be 
based on feedback from the membership and what is best for the state of New Mexico as a 
whole.  
 
Post-Game Decorum:  Ms. Marquez discussed an inquiry from the membership regarding 
unsportsmanlike behavior during pregame, halftime, and postgame that is initiated by visiting 
teams by huddling/celebrating/etc. at midfield, mid-court, home plate.  There is a rule that 
addresses this behavior in the sport of basketball only.  After discussion, the Commission asked 
the NMAA to look at similar rules for all other sports.   
 
Sub-Varsity Assignors: Ms. Pappas discussed sub-varsity assignors and the current process of 
selecting these individuals.  Some member schools have asked the NMAA to consider 
appointing these individuals the same was as is done with varsity regional assignors in 
basketball and football.  The NMAA and NMOA will work with the membership on this issue to 
determine if a new process should be implemented in the future  
 
Action Items 
Scholastic Eligibility: Semester Grades: (Referenda Item): Ms. Marquez asked the commission 
members to consider changing verbiage to the NMAA handbook regarding scholastic eligibility 
and the use of semester grades as opposed to six or nine weeks grades.  Mr. Viramontes asked 
for a motion to approve the proposal.  Ms. McCarty made the motion to approve the proposal.  
Mr. Host seconded the motion. A vote was taken and passed unanimously (16-0). 



Scholastic Eligibility: No F’s: (Referenda Item): Ms. Marquez asked the commission members to 
consider changing verbiage to the NMAA handbook regarding scholastic eligibility and requiring 
that a student receive no F’s in order to be eligible for extracurricular activities. Mr. Viramontes 
asked for a motion to approve the proposal.  Mr. Carver made the motion to approve the 
proposal.  Dr. Foreman seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and passed (14-2). 
 
Scholastic Eligibility: Summer Courses: (Referenda Item): Ms. Marquez asked the commission 
members to consider changing verbiage to the NMAA handbook regarding scholastic eligibility 
and the use of summer courses for eligibility purposes – allowing more than one course to be 
made up. Mr. Viramontes asked for a motion to approve the proposal.  Mr. Carver made the 
motion to approve the proposal.  Mr. Campbell seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and 
passed unanimously (16-0). 
 
Baseball: Update to pitching restrictions regulations: (Referenda Item): Mr. Young asked the 
commission members to consider adjusting the consecutive day note within the pitching 
regulations for the sport of baseball. Mr. Viramontes asked for a motion to approve the proposal. 
Mr. Carver made the motion to approve the proposal.  Mr. Mabrey seconded the motion.  A vote 
was taken and passed unanimously (16-0). 
 
Elimination of the NMAA State Orchestra Contest: Ms. Pappas asked the commission members 
to consider eliminating the NMAA State Orchestra Contest.  Mr. Viramontes asked for a motion 
to approve the proposal. Mr. Roybal made the motion to approve the proposal.  Mr. Campbell 
seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and passed unanimously (16-0). 
 
Consider Adjournment 
Mr. Viramontes asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:20 am.  Mr. Huston made a 
motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr. Campbell seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and 
passed unanimously (16-0). 
 











New Mexico Activities Association 

 Commission Meeting – January 31, 2018 
 

BASEBALL, BASKETBALL, FOOTBALL, SOFTBALL – STATE QUALIFIERS 
 

  x   Action Item                Referenda Item 
       Discussion Item    x   Non-Referenda Item 
 
 

Presenter:  
Sally Marquez, NMAA Executive Director 

      

 
 
Proposal:  
Consider adjustments to NMAA bylaws that would update the number of state tournament qualifiers in  
each classification for 2018-2020 in the sports of baseball, basketball, football, & softball.   
 
Baseball 
*Increase from 12 to 16 in Class 2A-5A 
*Class 1A would stay at 4 
 
 
Basketball 
*Increase from 12 to 16 in all Classes (A-5A). 
 
 
Football 
*Increase from 10 to 12 in Class 8-Man & 2A-6A.  
*Increase from 4 to 6 in Class 6-Man 
 
 
Softball 
*Increase from 12 to 16 in all Classes (A/2A-5A) 
 
 
 
Rationale:  The drop from six to five classifications with the new block has not only increased the number of 
schools in each class, but it has also increased the number of districts.  This increase in districts negatively 
impacts the number of “at-large” state tournament bids.  Increasing the number of qualifiers will provide more 
opportunities for schools that do not qualify via the automatic bid.   
 
 
 
NMAA Staff Recommendation:  Approve 
 
 
 
Attachments:  Document showing number of schools by class in these sports for 2018-2020.   



Number of Schools by Class for 2018-2020 
 
 
BASEBALL:  5 CLASSES 
 
5A  27 SCHOOLS  (5 districts) 
4A  30 SCHOOLS  (6 districts) 
3A  22 SCHOOLS  (4 districts) 
2A  24 SCHOOLS  (6 districts) 
A  12 SCHOOLS  (2 districts) 
 

 

 

BASKETBALL:  5 CLASSES 
 
5A  27 SCHOOLS  (5 districts) 
4A  30 SCHOOLS  (6 districts) 
3A  26 SCHOOLS  (5 districts) 
2A  37 SCHOOLS  (7 districts) 
A  35 SCHOOLS  (7 boys districts, 6 girls districts) 
 

 

 

FOOTBALL:  7 CLASSES 
 
6A  18 SCHOOLS  (3 districts) 
5A  19 SCHOOLS  (5 districts) 
4A  15 SCHOOLS  (3 districts) 
3A  22 SCHOOLS  (5 districts) 
2A  19 SCHOOLS  (4 districts)   
8-MAN 16 SCHOOLS  (3 districts) 
6-MAN   11 SCHOOLS  (2 districts) 
 

 

 

SOFTBALL:  4 CLASSES 
 
5A  27 SCHOOLS  (5 districts) 
4A  30 SCHOOLS  (6 districts) 
3A  20 SCHOOLS  (4 districts) 
A/2A  22 SCHOOLS  (5 districts) 
 



New Mexico Activities Association 

 Commission Meeting – January 31, 2018 
 

CROSS COUNTRY – STATE CHAMPIONSHIP QUALIFIERS 
 

  x   Action Item                Referenda Item 
       Discussion Item    x   Non-Referenda Item 
 
 

 
Presenter:  
Jacquelyne Martinez, Assistant Director 

      

 
 
Proposal:  
Proposal to adjust the number of state qualifiers for the A/2A classification 
 
 
 
Rationale: 
With the changes in classification and alignment, the qualifying process for class A/2A needs to be adjusted. 
Under the new classification and alignment for the 2018-2020 block, cross country will have four (4) districts 
for class A/2A. In order to qualify for the state meet the current NMAA bylaw 7.14.2B allows for the top three 
(3) teams in each district plus the top three (3) individual district meet finishers from non-qualifying teams to 
qualify for the state championship meet. With the changes that will occur to class A/2A there will be an 
additional 11 teams joining the A/2A classification putting it at thirty-eight (38) schools participating in cross 
country. If the qualifying process is adjusted for the A/2A classification to allow the top six (6) teams in each 
district plus the top four (4) individual district meet finishers from non-qualifying teams to qualify to the state 
championship meet, this will allow for a quality field at the A/2A level to compete at the state meet.  
 
 
 
Budget Impact:  N/A 
 
 
 
NMAA Staff Recommendation:  Approve 
 
 
 
Attachments:  Cross Country District Alignment Documents 



FOR 2018-2019/2019-2020 
 

Section IV- Page 7 

CROSS COUNTRY:  4 CLASSES 
 

5A  27 SCHOOLS 

4A  29 SCHOOLS 

3A  21 SCHOOLS 

A/2A  39 SCHOOLS  

  

TOTAL: 116 SCHOOLS 

 

5A CROSS COUNTRY – 27 SCHOOLS – 4 DISTRICTS 

District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5 
Atrisco Heritage Eldorado Alamogordo Carlsbad ABQ High 

Cibola Farmington Centennial Clovis Capital 

Cleveland La Cueva Deming Hobbs Manzano 

Rio Rancho Piedra Vista Gadsden Roswell Rio Grande 

Volcano Vista West Mesa Las Cruces  Sandia 

  Mayfield  Santa Fe 

  Oñate   

 

4A CROSS COUNTRY – 29 SCHOOLS – 5 DISTRICTS 

District 1 District 2 District 3/4 District 5 District 6 
Aztec Española Valley Artesia Belen ABQ Academy 

Bloomfield Los Alamos Chaparral Grants Bernalillo 

Gallup Moriarty Goddard Los Lunas Del Norte 

Kirtland Central Pojoaque Lovington St. Pius Highland 

Miyamura Taos Ruidoso Valencia Hope Christian 

Shiprock  Santa Teresa  Valley 

  Silver   

 

3A CROSS COUNTRY – 21 SCHOOLS – 4 DISTRICTS 

District 1 District 2 District 3/4 District 5 
Crownpoint Robertson Cobre Bosque 

Navajo Prep Santa Fe Indian NMMI Cottonwood Classical 

Thoreau Santa Fe Prep Socorro Cuba 

Tohatchi St. Michael’s Tucumcari East Mountain 

Wingate W. Las Vegas  Laguna Acoma 

Zuni   Sandia Prep 

 

  



FOR 2018-2019/2019-2020 
 

Section IV- Page 8 

A/2A CROSS COUNTRY – 39 SCHOOLS – 4 DISTRICTS 

District 1 District 2 District 3/4 District 5  
Dulce ATC Alamo Navajo Calvary Christian 

Navajo Pine Cimarron Capitan Evangel Christian 

Newcomb Coronado Cloudcroft Jemez Valley 

Northwest Desert Academy Elida Mesa Vista 

Pine Hill Des Moines Estancia Mora 

Ramah Maxwell Gateway Christian Oak Grove 

Rehoboth McCurdy Hagerman Penasco 

Tse’ Yi’ Gai Pecos Jal To’Hajiilee 

 Tierra Encantada Mescalero Walatowa 

  Mountainair  

  NACA  

  Quemado  

  Reserve  



New Mexico Activities Association 

 Commission Meeting – January 31, 2018 
 

FOOTBALL – DAYS OF PRACTICE PRIOR TO SCRIMMAGE 
 

  x   Action Item            x   Referenda Item 
       Discussion Item         Non-Referenda Item 
 
 

Presenter:  
Dusty Young, Associate Director 
  *on behalf of Football Sports Specific Committee 

      

 
 
Proposal:  Consider adjustment to NMAA Football Bylaw 7.15.1.B.3 so that schools/athletes may participate 
in a scrimmage after eight (8) days of practice.  This would be a change from the current rule which requires 
ten (10) days of practice prior to a scrimmage.   
 
*Note – This would also apply to middle school / junior high football bylaws as listed in 9.8.4.A.3. 
 
 
 
Rationale:  With the recent change to the NMAA calendar for football which allows regular season games to 
start one week earlier (Week #8 instead of Week #9), the football sports specific committee felt holding a 
scrimmage 1-2 days earlier would help with the transition of moving in to the regular season.  The group also 
agreed that eight days of practice prior to a scrimmage was sufficient and would not be a major change from 
the current 10-day requirement.   
 
In researching other state association policies, it was found that there is not much consistency across the 
country regarding the number of practices required before a school can scrimmage.  In looking at 31 other 
states, the low was 3 and the high was 18.  The average came out at 9.2.     
 
 
 
Budget Impact:  N/A 
 
 
 
Football Sports Specific Committee:  Approve 
 
 
 
NMAA Staff Recommendation:  Neutral 
 
 
 
Attachments:  None 



New Mexico Activities Association 

 Commission Meeting – January 31, 2018 
 

FOOTBALL – MID SCHOOL / JR. HIGH START DATE FOR 6/8-MAN 
 

  x   Action Item            x   Referenda Item 
       Discussion Item         Non-Referenda Item 
 
 

Presenters:  
Billy Burns, Logan HS Athletic Director 
Steve Foust, Floyd HS Head Football Coach 
  *on behalf of 6/8-Man schools      

 
 
Proposal:  Consider adjustment to NMAA Football Bylaw 9.8.4.A.1 so that 6 & 8-Man schools could start 
practice one week earlier (Week #6 instead of Week #7).  The change would add an exception to the current 
bylaw which reads: 
 

9.8.4  Football 
       A.  Practice Regulations  

1. Start Date- Practice may begin on Monday of week #7. 
 
ADD: 
 
Exception:  Schools within the 6-Man & 8-Man Classifications may begin practice on 
the Monday of week #6, thus allowing their first regular season game to be played 
during week #8.  (All 11-man football playing schools cannot participate in a contest 
until week #9).  

 
 
 
Rationale:  With the recent change to the NMAA calendar for football which allows regular season games to 
start one week earlier (Week #8 instead of Week #9) at the high school level, 6/8-Man schools have encountered 
an issue with scheduling for their mid school / jr. high programs.  Typically, these schools schedule a mid school 
/ jr. high game on the same day as their high school games (played back to back).  Starting the high school 
season in Week #8 and the mid school season in Week #9 causes schools to lose an opportunity to schedule 
one of their allotted games at the mid school / jr. high level.   
 
 
 
Budget Impact:  Possible time/length added to coach contracts.   
 
 
 
NMAA Staff Recommendation:  Neutral 
 
 
 
Attachments:  None 



New Mexico Activities Association 

 Commission Meeting – January 31, 2018 
 

AED & EAP REQUIREMENT – STATE CHAMPIONSHIP VENUES 
 

  x   Action Item                Referenda Item 
       Discussion Item    x   Non-Referenda Item 
 
 

 
Presenter:  
Scott Owen, Assistant Director 

      

 
Proposal:  
Require any athletic venue hosting state-level contests to have a venue-specific Emergency Action Plan 
(EAP) and an accessible Automated External Defibrillator (AED) during state-level contests.  Additionally, 
require the same in the activities of Bowling, JROTC and Rodeo.    
 
New Bylaws: 
 
7.7.8   Emergency Equipment and Planning 
 

Venues hosting state-level contests, member-school venues included, must have a venue-specific 
Emergency Action Plan (EAP) and be equipped with an accessible Automated External Defibrillator 
(AED) during state-level contests.  Failure to meet either of these requirements forfeits the venue’s 
ability to host state-level contests. 
 
 

8.1.4 Emergency Equipment and Planning  
 

State Championship venues for Bowling, JROTC and Rodeo must have a venue-specific Emergency 
Action Plan (EAP) and be equipped with an accessible Automated External Defibrillator (AED) during 
State Championship contests. Failure to meet either of these requirements forfeits the venue’s ability 
to host State Championship contests. 

 
 
Rationale: 
Better ensures the health and safety of student-athletes participating in state-level contests and helps 
minimize legal risk for schools/districts and the Association. 
 
 
Budget Impact:  Bylaw would require member schools hosting state-level contests to provide an accessible 
AED during competition.  Average cost for an AED is around $1000.  The NMAA surveyed member schools in 
the Fall of 2015 and 48 member schools reported not having an AED in their school.  The NFHS Foundation 
is in the process of working with state associations to provide an AED to any member school that does not 
currently have one in their school.    
 
 
NMAA Staff Recommendation:  Approve 
 
 
Sports Medicine Advisory Committee Recommendation:  Approve 
 
 
Attachments:  None 
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