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Cross Country Sports Specific Committee 
Friday, January 22, 2010 

Minutes 
 

The Cross Country Sports Specific Committee met on Friday, January 22, 2010 at the 
Albuquerque Hilton Hotel.  Those present were as follows:  Doc Helm, Alamogordo High 
School; Larry Chavez, Cleveland High School; Larry Padila, Los Lunas High School; Kelly 
Osuna, Cobre High School; Roxy Hunt, ATC Member; David Nunez, Oñate High School; 
Daniel Otero, Laguna-Acoma High School; Fred Polich, Del Norte High School; Adam Kedge, 
Albuquerque Academy; Tim Host, Rio Rancho High School; Sal Gonzales, Rio Rancho High 
School. 
 

Site of the State Cross Country Meet - Mr. Aragon stated that the NMAA entered into a 
five year agreement with the city of Rio Rancho. Part of that agreement was that the city 
of Rio Rancho would be the host of the State Cross Country Meet for the next five years.  
This does not mean that the meet will remain at Rio Rancho High School, it could be at 
another location within Rio Rancho in the next five years.  The NMAA will have 
discussions with members from Rio Rancho to decide where the state meet will be held.  
Mr. Aragon mentioned that the moving of the teams by the starting line at the state meet 
helped with traffic flow.  He stated if we are going to be at Rio Rancho High School we 
will need to figure out how to accommodate special needs situations.  
 
Alignment and Classification – Mr. Aragon stated that the classifications have been 
determined for the next four year block.  In 5A District 4 there will only be three teams.  
In 4A District 3 and District 4 there will only be three teams. Lastly, in 3A District 2 
there will only be three teams.  
 
Mr. Padilla stated he felt the districts that have six teams as opposed to just three teams 
should be allowed to have four teams qualify.  
 
Mr. Aragon stated every time we (NMAA) send a survey out to the membership to vote 
on about changes to the qualifying procedures, they vote against them. 
 
Financial Report – Mr. Aragon stated that Cross Country is gradually paying off for 
itself.  Mr. Chavez’s idea of paying for more security has definitely helped with gate 
receipts.  The total expenses for Cross Country are around $20,000.  We make $20,000 in 
gate receipts, $10,000 in t-shirt sales, $9,000 in sponsorships which give us around a 
$19,000 profit.     
 
Sports Specific Committee Members – Mr. Aragon stated two of our sports specific 
committee members terms are expiring, Mr. Shuster who represent the Athletic Directors, 
and Ms. Hipwood who represents 4A Girls.  If anyone has any suggestions as to who 
might be a good representative for these two groups please let Mr. Aragon know as soon 
as possible.   
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2009-2010 State Cross Country Season Items of Concern – Mr. Polich had some 
concerns about the state course measurement, mile markers, and the finish line.  At the 
time he was told that the official judges and the tear away tags are the official place of the 
runner, not the time.   
 
Mr. Aragon stated that for the awards we go by the bib tear off for individual placement.   
 
Mr. Polich asked if it would be possible to ask Rocky Mountain Championchip timing to 
put a yellow piece of tape on the ground indicating the actual finish line and to not just 
use the mats.  
 
Mr. Aragon state he will see what he can do to get the finish line issues fixed.  

 
Other Business – Mr. Aragon informed the committee that the membership voted against 
making cuts games and competitions.  For the upcoming season no one has to worry 
about cutting meets from their schedule.  
 
Mr. Kedge handed out a sheet with information on how the Colorado State Association is 
allowing nine runners to compete in their regional meets, which are equivalent to our 
district meets in the state of New Mexico. (See Page 3) 
 
Next Meeting – The next meeting will be scheduled for July during the Coaches 
Association Clinic. 
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