
7.7.4      Crowd Control and Unsportsmanlike Conduct – Two Strikes Rule 
 

A school is responsible for the conduct of its team, coaches, students, and fans at any 
interscholastic event in which the school is participating.  The basic responsibility for crowd 
control lies with the host administration who are required to provide an administrator or 
administrator’s designee to be in attendance. It is also recommended that the visiting school 
provide an administrator or administrator’s designee for any potentially contentious contests. In 
both situations, the administrator and/or administrator’s designee cannot be a coach participating 
in the event.  The Executive Director may invoke penalties upon a member school for actions, 
which violate the principles of “Compete with Class.”  Unsportsmanlike conduct by coaches, 
students, and/or spectators may cause the school or individual to be placed on probation or 
suspension for 180 school days/365 calendar days (See also 7.6.23). 
 
A. Team/Fan Suspension from Athletic Activities for Unsportsmanlike Conduct 

 
1. Any time an egregious act of unsportsmanlike conduct by a team participant, including a 

coach, occurs two or more times during the same season, at the same school, in the same 
activity, the team will be suspended from participation in that activity for the remainder 
of the season. 
 

2. Any time an egregious act of unsportsmanlike conduct by a non-team participant occurs 
two or more times during the same season, at the same school, in the same activity, all 
school spectators will be suspended from attendance in that activity for the remainder of 
the season. 

 
3. Unsportsmanlike conduct is defined in the NMAA Handbook as non-compliance with 

sport specific rules and NMAA policies, including behaviors incompatible with 
“Compete with Class” and the interscholastic educational objective. Examples of 
egregious unsportsmanlike conduct by participants, coaches, or spectators include but are 
not limited to, fans entering the playing surface to engage in acts of violence or abuse, 
constant verbal attacks on officials, attacking other fans, coaches physically or verbally 
attacking officials, players fighting other players during post game handshakes, or student 
sections verbally chanting inappropriate or demeaning comments towards individuals, 
teams, or officials. 

 
4. In the event the second act of misconduct occurs when there are no contests left in the 

current season, the penalty may be applied to the next season in the same activity. The 
NMAA will notify the school that the team and/or individual/spectators has been placed 
on warning after the first offense. 

 
 


